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Perennial vine favorites include Trumpetcreeper
(Campsis spp.), Carolina Yellow Jessamine (Gelsem-
ium sempervirens) and Clematis (Clematis hybrida).
See the table at the end of this publication for a listing
of favorite vines and their characteristics.

Types of Climbing Vines

Most vines, except those grown as groundcovers or
in pots, require some type of support to grow. Climbing
vines can be separated into three basic types: clinging,
twining and winding.

CLINGING VINES grasp onto a rough surface by
means of rootlets or adhesive disks. Climbing Fig
(Ficus pumila), Confederate Jasmine (Trachelo-
spermum jasminoides), Virginia Creeper (Patheno-
cissus quinquefolia) and Trumpet Creeper (Campsis
radicans) are examples of clingers. These types of
vines are often used to cover solid surfaces, such as
walls and fences. However, clinging vines may loosen
mortar between bricks over time and are difficult to
remove once they become anchored. Their methods of
climbing also can damage wood by clinging too
closely, preventing good air circulation and promoting
wood decay. Therefore, clinging vines are best suited
for trellises or arbors away from solid surfaces.

TWINING VINES climb by encircling upright sup-
ports, such as poles, wires and lattice. These vines
require mechanical training to follow a support.
Examples are Mandevilla (Mandevilla splendens),
Wisteria (Wisteria sinensis), Carolina Jessamine
(Gelsemium sempervirens) and Morning Glory

(Ipomoea spp.)

WINDING VINES climb by means of tendrils; slim,
flexible, leafless stems that wrap around anything they
contact. One of the best known examples of this type of
vine is the Muscadine Grape. Ornamental vines that
fall into this category include Maypop (Passiflora
spp.), Trumpet Honeysuckle (Lonicera sempervirens),
Clematis (Clematis hybrida) and Cross Vine (Bignonia
capreolata).

Location in the Landscape

Most flowering vines require at least one-half day
of sun to be vigorous and bloom abundantly. Other
vines, like variegated English ivy, will develop more
vivid leaf patterns when provided a few hours of morn-
ing sun.

Vine Supports

Twining and winding-type vines are supported best
on wires, lattice, trellises and arbors. They need some
type of support to help them along when grown on a
flat surface.

It is recommended that vine supports be constructed
from sturdy, durable materials. Always use treated
lumber for outdoor structures. Redwood, cedar and
cypress are particularly durable in the outdoor environ-
ment. A wood preservative/water seal applied after
construction will also help prolong the life of the struc-
ture. Wrought iron also makes an excellent support.
Use aluminum or copper wire to attach plants because
it is resistant to rusting.

Planting

Most vines grow best in fertile, well-drained soils.
Bare-root vines are best transplanted during the fall and
winter months, while container-grown vines can be
planted any time of year, provided irrigation is avail-
able.

If you determine that organic matter is needed to
improve the soil, incorporate it into the top 12 inches
of soil with roto-tilling before you dig the planting
hole. Compost is an excellent organic amendment.

Dig the planting hole two times wider than the root
ball and to the depth of the root ball. Make certain the
top of the root ball is level with the soil surface, then
backfill with soil removed from the hole, tamping it
lightly to eliminate air pockets. Water immediately
after planting, and use a mulch on the soil surface to
keep moisture in the soil.

An economical way to plant a large number of vines
as a groundcover is by purchasing and planting rooted
cuttings or “liner” plants. Ask your local nurseryman
about the availability of liners.

Fertilization

If you plant during fall and winter, wait until spring
to fertilize. If you plant in the spring and summer, wait
four to six weeks for the plants to get established
before fertilizing. Then apply a light sprinkling (about
a tablespoon) of a complete balanced fertilizer, such as
8-8-8 or 10-10-10 around the perimeter of the planting
hole and water it in.
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Once the vines are established, fertilize in early
spring and mid-summer with a complete fertilizer, such

2as 6-12-12 or 5-10-10 at a rate of 1 /  lb. per 100 sq. ft.1

A soil sample taken to your local county extension
office for analysis can help you determine your soils
precise nutritional needs.

Pruning

Vines have different pruning requirements. Gen-
erally pruning is done to remove dead, diseased and
damaged wood, to reduce size and to promote branch-
ing. Vigorous vines, such as Honeysuckle, Trumpet
Vine and Wisteria may require regular pruning to keep
them confined to the support.

As a general rule, flowering vines should be pruned
after they bloom. This is particularly true for vines like
wisteria and spring-flowering clematis that bloom on
previous season's growth. Pruning these vines before
they bloom will reduce flowering.

 The amount of pruning depends on the vigor of the
vine and the amount of foliage you desire. Some vines
will form layer upon layer of growth unless they are
thinned out regularly. Wisteria, for instance, requires
annual pruning to reduce the amount of vegetative

3growth. Removing approximately /  of the canopy of1

wisteria each year will encourage the production of
short spurs on the remaining branches which will bear
next season’s flowers.

Propagation

Most annual vines are propagated from seed. Peren-
nial vines are often propagated from cuttings, vegeta-
tive division or layering. A discussion of the  tech-
niques for propagating each vine species is beyond the
scope of this publication. A good plant book will pro-
vide specific recommendations.
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